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DAILY  DIGEST 


Prepared  in  the  Press  Service,  Office  of  Information,  U.        Department  of  Agriculture 
to  present  items  of  interest  to  agriculture  and  to  agricultural  workers.  Views 
and  opinions  in  these  items  are  not  necessarily  approved  by  the  Department. 
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CERTiriCATE  Secretary  Wallace  defended  the  certificate  plan  of 

PHOG-EM  processing  taxes  j'-esterday  as  a  method  of  stimulating 

'  iDusiness  activity  and  thereby  helping  ra-ther  than  hurting 
consijimers,  says  an  Associated  Press  report.     The  Agriculture  Department 
head  declared  that  the  plan,  instead  of  "being  regressive,  would  dg  "pro- 
gressive "bocause  it  v/ould  iDoncfit  the  lov;  income  farm  group  through  im- 
proved prices  for  agricultural    x^"^o^^c"ts  supplied  in  largo  part  to  the  higher 
income  non-fo.rm  groups. 

He  said  that  the  tax  ¥as  designed  to  "bring  ahout  parity  relationships- 
"betv/ccn  prices  pnd  incomes  of  agriculture  and  other  industries.     "Back  of 
this  o"bjectivc,"  he  assorted,   "is  the  recognition  of  the  fast ,  repeatedly 
demonstrated  "by  actual  c:cpcrionco,  that  the  maintcnraico  of  farm  income  at 
a  parity  lovol  means  more  jo'Ds  for  industrial  v.^orkcrs,  more  purchasing 
pov/cr  in  the  hands  of  consumers,  increased  "business  activity  and  an  irr- 
proved  condition  of  the  federal  Treasury." 

19^0  SUG-AR.  Secretary  V/ollace  njinounced  yesterday  that  as  a  re- 

PE.0G-EA1*4  suit  of  President  Roosevelt's  proclamation  under  the  sugar 

act  of  1937  reesto-hlishing  the  sugar  quota  system  for  the 
year  19^10,  immediate  steps  v/ould  "be  tnJcen  to  initiate    the  19''0  sugrx 
program  in  oil  domestic  areas.     Sugar  ciuotas  were  suspended  hy  the  Presi- 
dent on  Septem'ber  11,  1939'  ^-^^^  0^  Septem"ber  29  Secretary  Wallo.cc  stated 
that  "in  viev/  of  the  suspension  of  quotas,  no  progra^n  or  j^ojymQnt  under 
tlie  provisions  of  Title  III  of  the  sugar  act  is  in  effect  or  contemplated 
at  this  time  for  the  19^0  crop  in  oiiy  producing  area." 

G-rowers    who  v^ish  to  receive  the  conditional  payments  authorized  "by 
the  sugar  act  of  1937         required  to  meet  certain  conditions  v/hich  in- 
clude non-- employment  of  child    lahor,  payment  of  fair  paid  reasonahle  v;ages 
to  farm  lahor,  prevention  of  erosion  rjid  inprovenent  of  soil  fertility, 
complinnce  with  grov;er  "proportionate  shares,"  and,  in  the  case  of  grov/ers 
v/ho  arc  also  processors,  payment  of  fair  rjid  reasonahle  x^rices  for  "beets 
or  cane  "bought  from  other  grov/ers      Before  malcing  determinations  with 
respect  to  the  wage  and  price  conditions  of  pa;\Tnent,  the  Secretary  is  re- 
quired to  hold  pu"blic  hearings  rnd  conduct  investigations. 

TRADE  PACTS  Secretary  Hull  v;ill  welcome  a  thorough  Congressional 

investigation  of  the  reciproca.1  trade  agreements  progrcjn, 
he  said  yesterday.     The  right  of  the  President  to  conclude  these  agree- 
ments vTill  expire  "by  limitation  in  June,  unless  renev/ed.     (New  York  Times.) 
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Cotton  in  "The  utilization  of  cotton  fabric  for  interior  and 

Housing  exterior  coverings  as  well  as  in  the  actual  construction 

Construction      of  low  cost  homes,  has  now  progressed  to  the  point  where 

specially  prepared  products  are  scheduled  for  commercial 
production  early  in  1940,"  says  Charles  E.  Everett,  Cotton  Textile  In- 
stitute, in  Manufacturers  Record  (Decemher) .     "...The  housing  and  con- 
struction industry  holds,  perhaps,  the  greatest  promise  for  effecting  an 
increased  consumption  of  cotton  in  the  United  States.      Throughout  the 
country  today  houusing  activities  center  around  low  cost  structures..  Various 
federal  agencies  in  encouraging  the  erection  of  new  homes  in  urban,  suh- 
urhan  and  rura.l  developments  are  giving  unprecedented  impetus  to  the  in- 
troduction of  nev/  economies  in  construction  tha.t  constantly  attracts  to 
the  potentialities  of  cotton  miore  serious  a.t  tent  ion.  .  . 

"The  first  demonetration  cotton  house,  huilt  at  ITorthport,  New  York, 
more  than  five  years  ago,  has  in  itself  proven  the  soundness  of  the  idea 
of  using  cotton  duck  over  convent ionaJ.  w^ood  sheathing  in  place  of  clap- 
boards, shingles,  brick,  or  stucco  Yeneer .     There  has  not  been  a  single 
fault  in  the  fabric  facing  on  the  walls,  which  has  remained  securely  in 
place  without  a  wrinkle  or  blister  in  its  surface.     It  has  been  found  to 
be  rain  proof  and  weather  proof.     Since  then  other  demonstration  houses 
nave  been  erected  in  other  parts  of  the  cO'Ontry  under  both  private  and 
public  sponsorship... 

"'/Thile  'cotton  houses'  of  varying  types  erected  to  date  have  been 
those  where  the  fabric  has  been  applied  on  the  job,  it  is  likely  that  the 
greatest  use  of  fabric  for  facine^  outside  walls  will  come  in  its  applica,- 
tion  a.t  the  plant  producing  prefabricated  units,  such  as  wa.ll  sections. 
Tor  that  possibility  plywood  panels  appear  to  be  in  a  vantage  position... 
Low  cost,  yet  appropriately/  decorated,  fabrics  for  interior  walls  of  homes 
have  been  lately  advanced  by  the  development  of  a  new  permanent  chemdcail 
finish  that  is  both  spot  proof  and  stain  proof ... ^here  will  be  placed  on 
the  market  in  1940  a  steel  wire  mesh  lath  with  a.  cotton  fabric  backing, 
which  Y/ill  mak:e  possible  plaster  walls  and  partitions  with  the  fabric  serv- 
ing to  hold  in  place  the  barest  am.ount  of  plaster  required  until  it  hardens., 
jinother  new  use  for  cotton  is  in  the  application  of  sheeting  for  the  res- 
toration and  repair  of  roofs  in  conjunction  with  asphalt..." 

.Radiation  Ultraviolet  and  infrared  radiations  can  have  many 

Uses  on  uses  on  the  electrified  farm  of  the  future,   if  current  be- 

the  Farm  comes  cheap  enough  and  suitable  equipment  is  developed,  L. 

C.  Porter  of  the  G-eneral  Electric  Com^pa^ny    declared  recently 
at  the  m.eeting  of  the  American  Society  of  Agricultural  Engineers.  Infra- 
red rays  are  best  known  for  their  heating ' effects ,  he  said.  Adaptations 
of  these  heaters  can  readily  be  made  for  use  in  poultry  houses,  in  barns 
to  keep  newborn  animals  warm,  and  in  quick  hay  drying.    Ultraviolet  rays 
have  certain  physiological  effects,  as  in  activating  sterols  to  produce 
vitamin  D  and  in  checking  plant  growth.     The  wellknown  germj.cidal  effects 
^•f  ultraviolet  rays  still  await  a  num.ber  of  possible  applications  on  the 
farm,  I'r .  Porter  said.     (Science  Service.) 
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Transmission  ■  Ifriting  on  the  trans^nission  of-  farming  as  an  occupa- 

of  Farming         tion,  in  Hiiral  Sociology  (Decer.l^er)  \J.  A.  Anderson,  Cor- 
nell Universit3'',  makes  the  lollov/ing  conclusions:  "Farming 
as  an  occupation    is  transmitted  from  father  to  son  in  larger  proportions 
than  other  occupations.    'Jhere  is  a  decreasing  transmission  of  fajrming 
from  fathers  to  sons  in  succeeding  generations.  .  J'^ithin  the  same  faxiily 
line  there  is  a  decided  decrease  in  the  extent  to  v/hich  farming  is  tr.ans- 
mitted  through  three  generations. .  .As  the  numher  .of  sons  in  the  farm  fami- 
ly increases,  there  is  a  definite  increase  in  the  percentage  of  families 
in  which  one  or  more  sons  follov;  fa.rming  r,s  rji  occupation... 

■'There  is  little  entrance  into  fa.rming  from    nonfarming  occupa,tions , 
hut  farming  is  largely  solf-perpctuating.    Brothers  may  influence  "brothers 
in  their  choice  of  faming  a.s  ■  a.  life  v/ork.    Farming  and  nonf  arming  occupa- 
tions are  trajisD.ittcd  most  frequently  to  the  oldest  son  in  the  family... 
Fanners'   sons  enter-  the  professions  rad  the  "business  fields  in  practically 
as  la.rge  proportions  as  nonf  armors." 

Ba>,rge  G-rain  Saxge  loading  elevators  aire  increasing  in  numher  on 

Shipping  the  Illinois,     Mississippi  and  Missouri  Hivers,  sa^ys 

G-rain  &  Feed  Journals  (I'ecem"ber  13)  •    Says  President  V7,  H. 
Allen,  of  the  Cooperative  Allied  G-radn  DeaJLers  Corpora.tion:  "Few  suitahle 
sites  for  "barge    loading  elevators  on  the  Illinois  reiver  remain  available.. 
Early  shipping  "by  "ban'ge  was  hampered  "because  the  numher  of  "barges  v;ere  in- 
sufficient to  suppl5^  the  dcmnnd,  "but  the  supply  is  increa-sing.    V.liat  lies 
ah.ead  for  "bajrgo  loa.ding  elcva.tors  and  for  inlaJid  elova^tors  that  face  their 
competition  or  sell  end  traJisport  grain  to  them  "by  truck  is  contingent 
upon  factors  like  maintcnan.ce  of  river  chaamols,  na.tional  legislation  to 
control  or  hajnpcr  river  traffic,  rail  ra.tc  a.djustmcnts  to  meet  river  com- 
petition.    To  da.to  river  traffic  has  shov/n  a.  steady  grov;th. 

Surplus  Apple  The  Federal  Siirplus  Commodities  Corporation  has  re- 

purchasing        ported  the  purchase  of  approximately  ^4,500,000  "bushels  of 

surplus  apples  so  far  under  the  prograjn  announced  Octo"bcr 
3.:  The  avcra^'c  price  paid  wa-s  70  cents  a.  "bushel.     The  aimounccmcnt  v;as 
made  "by  H.  C.  Alhin,  chief  of  the  purcha-se  and  distri"bution  division  of 
the  corpora.tion,  at  a  conference  of  representatives  of  apple  growers  and 
the  Extension  Services  from  IS  apple-producing  sta.tes  with  Dei^a^rtmcnt 
officiaJ-S.     The  conference  was  called  "by  the  goncrrl  crops  section  of  the 
corporation  and  the  Extension  Service  to  discuss  the  apple    situation  and 
a  program  to  suit  the  industry  for  the  rema-inder  of  the  marketing  season. 

Under  the  present  prograjn,  Mr.  Aroin  reported, ahout  5  1/2  poimds  per 
month  of  the  apples  "bought  have  "been  distri"buted  to  each  of  more  thaai 

000, 000  needy  people  through  relief  agencies  in  nearly  all  states.  Since 
buying  v;as  stajrted,    purchases  have  averaged  ahout  500,000  hushels  a  week. 
The  purcha.ses  and  distrihution  were  carried  on  with  every  effort  to  a.void 
interference  with  normal  channels  of  trade.      Limited  to  apples  of  U.S. 
Combination  gra-de  or  "better,  the  purcha,ses  have  included  55  percent  of 
U.S.  No.  1,  26  percent  of  U.S.  Combination  grade  naid  I9  percent  of  State 
FaxLcy  grade  in  the  VJostern  States. 
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AAA  G-rants  Preliminary  figures  sliov/  that  farmers  cooperating  in 

of  Aid  .  the  1939  agricultural    conservation  program  received 

660,610  tons  of  lime  and  136,73^  tons  of  concentrated 
superphosphate  under  the  AAA  grant  of  aid  project,  the  Agricultural  Ad- 
justment Administration    has  announced.     In  addition  to  the  phosphate  and 
lime  distributed  undcT, the  project,  U,275»S95  pounds  of  seeds,  principally 
clover  and  alfalfa,  v/oro  furnished  to  farmers  in  drought  o.reas  of  the 
East  Central,    Northeast  and  Southern  rcgionsj  and  1,292,3^1  pounds  of 
Austrimi  v/intor  pea  and  hairy  vetch  seeds  y/oro  made  available  to  farmers 
in  the  Northwest,  whore  these  seeds  are  p)^ocl'''''-Ccd,  as  a  means  of  increasing 
the  supply  of  v;intor  legume  seeds  that  will  Tdc  a.vailahlc  for  use  in  South- 
eastern States  in  the  f,?ai  of  19U0. 

Those  materials  pxid  seeds  wore  furnished  hv  the  AAA,  in    lieu  of  con-^ 
sorvation  ppymonts  to  cooperating  farmers  for  carrying  out  soil-huilding 
Xoractices  under  the  agriculturpJL  conservation  progr<?jm.     The  superphosphate 
was  ajpplied  to  permanent  pastures  and  in  connection  with  the  seeding  of 
leg-u-mos  and  grasses      Onlj^  a  very  limited  q_ucaitity  was  used    for  these 
purposes  before  the  agriciiJ-tural  conservation  prog-ran  in  1936.    The  in- 
crease   in  the  phosphate  pjid  lime  used    in  1939  "^'^^^^  due.  in  part  to  the 
expanded'  area,  in  which  the  materials  wore  made  available  and  in  part  to 
the  better' ujadorstanding  on  the  part  of  farmers  of  the  value  of  those 
practicas.  .        . , 

Remodeling  H.  E.  V/ichers,  Kansas  State    College,   sioeaking  at 

Earm  Hones         the  recent  meeting  of  the  American  Society  of  Agricultu.ral 

Engineers,  said  there  were  three  importojit  points  in  farm 
home  design— front  dcor  facing  the  drive,  efficient  work  room  and  central 
rear  hall.     "There  are  thoiisands  of  fai*mers,"  he  said,  "who  are  not  ready 
to  build  new,  hones,  but  v/ho  want  and  can  afford  some  improvements.  Mmiy 
of  these  hones  are  more  thnn  25  ycpTS  old,  the  avcro^ge  life  of  a  farm 
house.    Wo  have  one  project  of  this  kind  imder  way  in  Iowa,  in  a  section 
in  which  the  whole  remodeling  progrDXi  cramot  be  done  at  one  tine.     It  has 
to  be  done  piece  by  pyiece  because  the  farmer  is  conservative  and  willnnot 
do  more  than  he  can  pay  for.    He  refuses  to  trice  a  chance  on  going  broke 
on  a  building  improvement,"    Mr.  V/ichors  urged  that  remodeling  programs 
bo  developed  in  a  mmmer  that  vdll    permit  farmers  to  do  the  work  in  in- 
stallments, alv/ays    kecpiiig  in  mind  the  three  essentials  of  good  farm 
house  design.     ( A:ioricj?i.i  Lumberman,  December  16.) 

Michigan  I'/ith  the  adoption  of  county  zoning  ordinances  by 

^ural  Zones       Marquette  oixd.  Delta  Counties  in  its  upper  peninsula,  Michi- 
gan joins  Wisconsin  and  California  in  regulating  the  use  of 
rural  lojids,  reports  the  American  Society  of  Planning  Officials.     The  new 
rural  zoning  ordinance  has  divided  the  county  for  three  t;^^es  of  land  use: 
forestry,  recreation  mid  unrestricted  (v/here  farming  can  be  done).  People 
now  on  the  land  may  contin^ie  whatever  use  they  o.re  mpMng  of  it,  but  no 
new  use  contrary  to  the  ordinance  mil  be  permitted.    The    ordinance  ia 
administered  by  the  state  and  county  plr'aming  commissions.  (^ationpJL 
Municipal  Review,  December.) 
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VEEAT  GRGP  •  I'lheat  prospects  in  the  United  States  for  I9U0  now  in- 

PHOSPEGTS  dicate  that  the ,  crop  may  "be  smaller  than  domestic  require- 

ments for  .  the  I'^kO-hl  marketing  season.  -  If  exports  for 
the  remainder  of  the  present  season  are  small,  the  carryover  on  July  1, 
19^,.  prohahly  v;ill  he  larger  than  that  on  July  1,    1939'  enough 
larger  to  fully  offset  the  prohahle  reduction  in  the  crop  helow  domestic 
requirements  for  next  year.     The  carryover  on  July  1,     19^^1-1.  prohahly  v/ill 
bo  over  200. million  bushels.     On  July  1,  1939'        ''^^^  25^'-  million  bushels. 

■'  '.".^inter  v/hoat  production  of  399  niillion  bushels  v;as .  indicated  Decem- 
ber 21^by  tho  crop  report  as- of  December  1.     Spring  , wheat  acreage  may  be 
increased  about  10  percent,  if  present  indications  are  borne  out,  and 
this  acreage  v;ith  average  yields  v/ould  result  in  a  crop  of  about  200  mil- 
lion biishels.     Those  totals  for  the  winter  aaid  spring  wheat  crops  would 
give  a  combine harvest  about  60  million    bushels  smaller  thpji  the  6dO 
million  bushels  disappearance  forecast  for  19^0~Ul.  . 

V/orld  wheat  supplies,  excluding  the  U. S .S.R.,  ■  and  China,  for  the  year 
beginning  July  1,  1939*  indicated  to  be  about-  255  million  bushels 

more  thaji  for  the  preceding  yoaj*.    V/orld  stocks  of  old  v/heat  on  July  1, 
estimated  at  about  II90  million  bushels,  v;ere  about  59^  inillion  bushels 
more  thoii  a  year  earlier.    I'/orld  wheat  production  is  nov/  estimated  at 
U,252  million  bushels,  v/hich  is  about  335  million  bushels  below  the  rec- 
ord   production  of  I93S. 

ADMINISTRATION  A  nev;  organization  to  advajice  the  science  a:.id  art  of 

ORG-Al^IZATION       public  administration  v/as  launched  yesterday  in  Washing- 
ton under  the  noJ-io  of  the  AmericaJi  Society  for  Public 
Administration,  says  the  Washington  Star.    As  explained  by  Dr.  William  • 
E.  Moslier:  dean  of  the  Maxv:ell  School  of  Citizenship  DZid.  Public  Affairs 
at  Syracuse  University  and  chairman  of  the  organization  committee  of  the 
new  society,  it  is  designed  to  be  a  "clearing  house"  for  the  ideas,  ex- 
periences and  experiments  in  government- along  all    levels  from  the  smal- 
lest to  the  Federal  G-overnncnt , 


VJILD  LIFE  Secretary  Ickes  yesterday  transferred  the  Wild  Life 

DIVISION  :       .  Division  of  the  National    Park  Service  to  the  Biological 

Survey  and  the  Bureau  of  Fisheries.,  both  of  which  v/ere 
transferred  to  the  Interior  Department  '  last  July.    The  trajisfer  was  made 
in  accordance  with  President  Roosevelt's  reorgajiization  plan  to  coordinate 
federal  activities  and  effect  economies.  (Press.). 
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Sawdust  "Chemists  of  the  United  States  Porest    Products  LalDO- 

Plastic  ratory,"  says  Business  V/eek  (LecemlDer  23)  "have  produced 

from  v/aste  v/ood  and  taken  a  patent  for  the  free  use  of  the 
puhlic  on  some  molding  plastics  of  great  industrial  promise.    One  reason 
why  these  plastics  are  not  now  in  large-scale  production  is  ths.t,  accord- 
ing to  long-estal^lished  government  policy,  anylDody  with  a  legitimate  use 
can  get  a  patent  license  from  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture, • .These  proc- 
esses, already  licensed,  arc  no\;  "being  studied  hy  private  industries.  Many 
of  these  are  looking  for  improvement  patents  that  v/ill  limit  competition 
at  least  enough  to-' justify  "building  plants.    The  hasic  pro^blcm  of  the  re- 
searchers at  Madison  v/as    to  hreoJc    dovrn  the  mortnj:-li::e  "bond  "botwocn 
lignin  and  cellulose.    Starting  out  with  ordinary  sav/ci-ust  waste  from  v/ood- 
v;orking  plants  they  achieved  this,.,The  process  produces  a.  "black,  lustrous, 
dense  su"bstance  v;hich  can  easily  "be  sav;ed,  turned,  or  obherv/ise  machined. 
The    material  has  a.dequate  tensile  and  compressive  strengths  for  most  uses, 
is  sji  excellent  electrical  insulator,  a"bsor"bs    little  water... 

"What  is  really  significant  is  that  its  cost  is  aroTrnd  3  to  U  cents 
per    pound,  ahotit  one-fourth  the  price    of  the  "better  known  sj^thetics. 
Practically  unlimited  sawdust  and  hog  v/a.ste  0x0  ava.ilo.'blo  for  ra.w  materi- 
al.   Thus  fox  hardv/ood  waste  hac5  "beeniused  to  "best  advanta.go;  softwood 

waste,  v/hich  has  not  heen  intensively  investi^^*ated  as  yet.  reauires.  some 

"'"'e    ^r  oner's 

modification  of  the  process.     Porest  Products  Lahora.toryX.  t  oell    the  pu"b- 
lic  their  plastic's  merits  and    limitations,  not  to  gues'o  a"bout  its  fu- 
ture usefulness.    One  limit  is  its  single  color,  "black;  "but  its  surface 
can  "be  modified  "by  pressing  in  foil,  veneer,  or  metallic  pov/dor,  aaid  it 
talies  paint  well... It  seems  "best  adaptod  to  positive  or  somi-positivo 
molds  for  large  pieces  where  the  quantity  of  plastic  matoriaJ  is  a  largo 
paxt  of  the  finished  product  cost.    .  LcalDora.tory  researchers  think  it 
less  likely  to  replace  existing  plastics  than  to  open  new  fields  of  its 
own..." 

Mole  Cricket  "Since  Pehruary  I930,  the  Puerto  Hico  Experiment  Sta- 

Parasites  tion  at  Hio  Piedras  has  "been  engaged  in  collecting  aiid 

shipping  mole  cricket  iDarasites,  v;ith  the  purpose  of  es- 
tablishing them  in  Puerto  Hico,  to  aid  in  the  control  of  the  Puerto  P.ican 
mole  cricket,  or  ^  changa, "  Sca.pteriscus  vicinus  Scudder,"  reports  Luis 
P.  Martorell,  of  the  station,  in  Annals  of  the  Entomological  Society  of 
America  (Decemhor) .     "At  the  beginning  of  the  v/ork,  Dr.  C-.  IT.  Wolcott 
traveled  in  various  countries,   such  a-s  Trinida.d,  Kaitii,  the  G-uianas, 
"Venezuela  and  Brazil.    Except  in  Brazil  these  searches  were  unsuccess- 
ful, "because  Larra^  ajnericana.  Sauss.  was  not  present  at  all  or  not  in  suf- 
ficient quantitite  to  make  shipments  of  value.    La.ter  on  the  author  v/as 
sent  to  Brazil  and  exceptionally  good  results  v;ere  ootained.    Dr.  Wolcott 
returned  to  Brazil  after  tha.t  and  "better  success  v/a.s  oDtained  as  the 
methods  v/ere  further  perfected..." 

Trade  Bars  Harvard  Business  Heviev;  (Winter)  contains  "Trade  Bar- 

riers Within  the  United  States,"  "by  Halph  Cassady,  Jr.,  of 
the  University  of  California. 


Yol.  LXXY,    Ho.  62 


-  3  - 


Decenoer  28,  1935 


Civil  Service  The  Civil  Service  Conmissiorx  announces  the  follov/ing 

2jxqininatio3is      exc^trdilauions:  ITo.  g,  unassoHolei,   stat.i .stical  supervisor, 

-   •     ••.    •         03,200:;  I'o.  9',  asse:il)lod,  junior  poultry  aid,  $l,UUo, 
Bureau  of'  Animal  Industry.    Ax^plications  must  ue  on  file  not  later  thmi 
the  f oil ov/ing  dates;   (a)  Jpp-uar--  23,  19''-05  i^"  received  from  states  other 
than  those  najned  in  "b:         J^miary  25,  I9U0,  if  received  from  the  folloi\^ 
in^'  states;  Arizona,  California,  Colorado,  Idaho,  Montana,  Nevada,  ITev; 
i-Iexico,  Oregon,  Utah,  '."Jashington,  \^jom-mg;. 

J'utures  Before  leaving  Harvard  this  a^itv.-im  to  "beconc  Chrn.cellor 

Trading  of  the  University-  of  Kciisas,  liec^no  '.J.  i-Ialott  completed  a 

and  Prices         study  of  the  effect  of  futures  operations  on  the  cash  prices 

of  agricultural  rav/  com;-aodities,  "  says  liarvard  Business  He- 
viev/  ('."-'inter)  .     "The  piirpose  of  the  stud^'"  v/r.s  to  ascertain  vr/j.cther  such 
trading  caused  price  trend  dislocations  that  v/ere  not  found  in  the  prices 
of  coiiurxodities  for  v/hich  futures  contracts  v;ere  not  availaole.    Eis  o;.ialy- 
sis  nnd  concliisions  are  presented  in  the  article,   "Does  Futures  Trading 
Influence  Prices?"    The  last  ]paragraph  of  the  article  says;   "In  suumary, 
this  study,  incomplete  and  fragmentary  as  regoxds  the  whole  suhjcct  of 
the  relation  of  cash  to  futures  prices  on  the  orgriiizod  commodity  ex- 
chDjiges,  discloses  no  trace  of  influence  on  prices  o.ttri outahle  to  fu- 
tures contract  trading  or  to  speculation  in  futures  contracts.  Rather 
does  it  appear  that  the  futures  market  relation  to  the  cash  mrj'het  is  "by 
virtue  of  the  pricing  mechcaiism  thereoy  created,  v;hich  mcchrjnisD.  exerts 
no  demonstrated  influence  on  the  supply  and  domand  factors  entering  into 
the  economics  of  price." 

Moisture  One  outstanding  feature  of  the  vjeather  of  the  pa.st 

for  Croips  v/eek  v/as  t'.'.e  modera.te  ^-n  generous  precipitation  tha.t  oc- 

curred over  large  areas  tnat  h^y^  o..en  dry  for  ..lany  v;eeks, 
according  to  the  Ueather  a,;.d  Crop  Bu.I.\etii:..     1;.:.  th.j  Southern  States  from 
Arkansas  and  Louisiana  eastward  to  the  At]a:.;:ic  C^ea-n  ro,infa.ll  was  gen- 
erous to  locally  heavy,  relieving  the  droug?it  generally  and  conditioning 
the  soil  in  prex3a.ra.tion  for  spring  plaaitings.    However,  in  the  oxtrene 
Southeast,  including  southeastern  G-eorgia  and  Florida,  rainfall  was  light 
and  mifavorahle  dryness  continues. 

In  the  G-roat  Plains  area  the  general  outlook  naE  improved  markedly 
in  mo:r^^  central  and  most     soutnern  districts.    Iioderate  ra.ins  were  wide- 
spread in  the  South,  whil :  generous  snov/s  occ"arred  i.i  r.o-xf  centr;;!  dis- 
tricts.   Kax.sas  had  from  'S  to  S  inches  of  snov;    over  thu  western  half  of 
the  state,  while  ea.stern    Colorado  had  from  5  "to  12  inches.     There  v/e re 
gC3.ieral  snov;s  over  much  of  '".•yoming,  ';lyilc  iTolDra.ska  had  aground  half  021  incli 
of  precipitation.    Plov/ever,  the  northern  pi  a.ins  north  of  ITeoraska,  and  also 
the  upper  Mississippi  Valley,  had  "bv.o  Little  precipitation  osrA  droughty 
conditions  cent  (..n'v; .    Preceding  ' '^-e  snov/f.vl  there  were  dust  storms  in  the 
so^lthv;e stern  i^lains,  with  some  oO^-cr:'  .s  jd^  soil  erosion  "by  high  winds. 

Apple  Act  Michigai:.'s  appl'c;  w.:'.ch  imxjoses  a.  tax  of  1  cent 

a  "bushel  on  uhe  saate' ?  princj.x:)al  cro-p,  was  rvled  invalid 
recently       Judge  J'remo:at  Svans.     Income  from  the  levy  v;as  to  ha.ve  been 
used  for  advertising  and  to  finance  reseaj-ch.  (Press.) 
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Conservation  "Secretary  V/allace  is  giving  commenda'ble  emphasis  to 

Programs  the  most  constructive  feature  of  the  Administration' s  ag- 

ricultural policy,"  says  an  editorial  in  the  'Washington 
Post  (IDecemTDer  27)  .     "He  has  announced  changes  in  the  AAA  program  designed 
to  coordinate  and  intensify  land  conservation  ef forts. .  .The  ITation  must 
guard  against  destruction  of  the  resources    in  v/hich  our  national  economy 
has  its  roots.    No  acLmini  strati  on  at  'Washington  cdji  afford  to  ignore  Sec- 
retary V/allace' s  v/oj'ning  that  *lraid  is  still  v/earing  out  faster  than  v:o 
can  restore    it . ' 

"Mr.  V/allace^  s  extensive  powers  over  agriculture  permit  him  to  at- 
tack the  ahuso  of  land  on  ncav/  fronts.     It    is  good    nev/s  to  learn  that 
these    powers  will  "bo  orrployod  more  effectively  in  19^'!-0  to  promote  the 
cause  of  consorvo.tion, .  .AAA  pa^nnents  to  farmers  next  year  will  "be  used  as 
oil  incentive  to  conservation  practices,  even  more  so  than  in  the  past. 
Performance  on  the  individual  farm  will  also  iDe  more  carefully  checked, 
and  the  Department  of  Agriculture  v;ill  supply  farmers  with  numerous  plnjits 
that  help  to  keep  the  soil  in  place  r>j.id  restore  dv;indling  fertility..." 

Drug  Control  Drugs  known  to  he  dangerous  in  self  medication  have 

Tightened  heen  driven  from  the  market  or  put  under  adequate  safe- 

g^j.ards  in  the  last  year,        G-.  Camphell,  chief  of  the  Pood 
and  Drug  Administration,  stated  in  his  aruiuaJL    report.     Care  has  "been 
t^J^en,  however,  that  adjninistrative  regulations  do  not  imduly  hamper 
reputahle  physicic'^jis  in  using  dangerous  drugs  of  admitted  therapeutic 
value  under  straidard  practice.    Eyelash  dyes  containing  paraphcnyl  one  dia- 
mine,   ammoniacc2  silver  salts  and  pyrognllol,  o^^d    .  sl^nderizers  containing 
dinitrocresol  v;ere  among  the  first  victims  of  the  drive  that  was  started 
after  enactment  of  the  food,  drug  and  cosmetic  act  of  1932>  Camphell 
reported.     (Nev/  York  Times.) 

Parrers'  Por  the  fa.mily  purchasing  agent,  aaid  also  the  man  of 

Bulletins  the  family,  tv/o  of  Uncle  Sam's  latest  publications  will 

"be  interesting,   says  VJatson  Da.vis,  in  Science  Parade. 
"Judging  Pahric  Quality,"  Parmers'  Bulletin  IS31  of  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  tells  all  ahout  how  to  select  good  "buys    in  cotton,  silk, 
v;c-ol,  linen,  rayon  and  other  fihcrs.     "Cotton  Shirts  for  Men  and  Boys," 
Fa.rmors'  Bulletin    1837 >  tells  you  hov;  to  put  a  shirt  through  the  intelli- 
gence test,  in  order  tha.t  you  may  scpa.rate  the  good  from  the  "bad.  They 
axe  a  nickel  ap)ioce  from  the  Superintendent  of  Documents.    By  the  v/ay, 
the  Government  Printing  Office  nov;  produces  hu-llctins  of  such  typographic 
quaJ-ity,  pleasing  paper  and  good  printing  tha.t  they  compare  favorably 
with  t^Tpical  private  publications. 

Better  American  maaiuf acturers  and  exporters  attempting  to 

Packing  supply  La.tin-Ainerican  markets  formerly  supplied  "by  Europe- 

an producers  must  talce  great  care  in  the  packing  and  crat- 
ing of  their  goods,  it  was  said  recently  "by  Thomas  E.  Lyons,  chief  of  the 
transportation  division  of  the  Bureau  of  Poreign  and  Domestic  Commerce. 
There  hnyo  "been  a  num'bcr  of  recent  complaints,  he  said,  from  Latin-American 
importers  heca.use  ITorth  Ainerican  firms  have  "been  rushing  goods  to  the  mar- 
ket inadequately  packed.  (Press.) 
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WALLACE  OH  Changing  modern  conditions  must  ,  "be  acconpa-iied  by 

PUBLIC  shifting  national  policies  to  meet  them,  v/hethor.  the  - 

POLICIES  '  changed  conditions  be  caused  by  v/ar  abroad  or  by  the 

grov/th..  of  the  United  States  to  maturity,  Secretary  V/al- 
lace  said  la.st  night  in  a  speech  before  a  joint  session  of  the  A':ierican 
Political    Science  Association  and  the  Society  for  Public  Administration. 

"In  a,  mature  na.tion,"  he  said,  "government  inovit-ably  plays  a.  great- 
er part  thaj-i  in  a  yomig  nation."    As  a  mature  na.tion,  Mr.  Wallace  con- 
tinued, this  country  fr.cos  axiong  others  throe  ba^sic  problems  ca.used  by 
the  using  up  of  lajid  frontiers,  the  shift  botv/oen  191^  and  I92O  of  the 
position  of  the  United  States  from  a  debtor  to  a.  creditor  na.tion,  and 
developments  in  technolo^gy  which  upset  the  age-old  balance  betv/cen  agri- 
culture aiid  cities. 

The  exhaustion  of  land  frontiers,  ho  said,  created  a  need  for  con- 
servation and  developed  problems  of  popixlation  centralization,  as  well 
as  monopolies  which  oust  be  studied  and  handled  b3^  the  govornmont .  The 
change  in  the  fiscal  position  of  the  government  to  that  of  creditor  of 
the  world,  he  went  on,  ma.d-e  of  Latin    America,  "one  of  owv  most  challeng- 
ing frontiers."    "It  is  clear,"  he  said,  "that  v/e    must  give  up*  our  credi- 
tor position  after  long  years  of  suffering,  or  we  must  use  it  in  such  a. 
way  a.s  to  increase  the  productivity  of  those    nations  to  whom  we  are  v/il- 
ling  to  loan  and  from  whom  v;e  are  willing  to  receive  goods..." 

The  Secretary  said  much  of  the  reason  for  unenployment  la.y  in  the 
application  of  technology  to  agriculture.     "V/ith  full  use  of  our  merb.ani- 
cal  power,"-  Mr.  WallawCe  dccla.red,  "v/e  ca^i  produce  our  Tn''cscnt  supplies 
of  faro  products  with  5,000,000  fev;cr  people  livi:ig  on  the  land,  and  our 
present  supplies  of  city  products  v/ith  20,000,000  fewer  people  living  in 
the  cities."    (Hew  York  Times.) 


"FOOD  STAI^'jP  Public  reaction  to  the  food  stamp  plan,  nov;  in  use  in 

PROG-RAIvI  several    communities,  indicates  that  "a  large  majority 

thinlcs  it  is  a  good  thing,  at  least  at  present,"  the  Amer- 
ican Fa.rm  Economic  Association  v/a.s  told  yesterday  by  Frederick  V.  V/augh 
of  the  Dep)artment  of  Agriculture,  according  to  a  Philadelphia  report  to 
the  New  York  Times.    He  said  that  ozi  extension  of  the  plan  throughout  the 
country  "probably  would  not  ajffect  dealers'  oa.rgins  ouch."     "If  aaiything," 
he  added,   "they  v/ould  x>robably  increase  slightly  because  average  retail 
prices  of  food  would  rise  slightly.    Evidence  indica^tes  tha.t  when  food 
prices  advajice,  dealers'  absolute  margins  axlvance  somwehat ,  but  their 
l^ercentago  margins  decline." 
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B.A.S.  Work  Progress  of    the  BiJirean  of  AgriciilturaJL  Economics  in 

in  Land-Use        ""bringing  farmer  opinion  to  "bear  upon  the  formulation  of 
Planning  agricultural  prograias"  has  "been  outlined  "by  H.  H.  Tolley, 

chief  of  the  "bureau,  in    his  annual  report.     "The  parti- 
cipation and  interest  of  farmers  aaid  state  officials  in  these  phases  of 
the  v/ork  has  "been  enthusiastic,"  Mr,  Tolloy  said,  "and  reports  received 
from  many  sections  of  the  country  indicate  that  a  v/ide  variety  of  hene- 
.fits  are  "being  and  will  "bo  achieved  for  agriculture  through  the  opera- 
tion of  the  county  planning    program."      -^though  much  of  the  Liur0c?u' s 
state  and  local  planning  to  date  has  "been  orgnjiizational ,  v;orking  rela- 
tionships hG.ve  "been  clarified  in  -ujiderstmidings  v/ith       of  "the  Ipnd  grant 
colleges,  the  report  said.    Agreements  covering  the  details  of  the  first 
year' s  work  are  "being  entered  into  v/ith  these  colleges  and  the  "bureau 
maintains  a  represent -at  ive  in  each  state  who  works  closely  with  agencies 
in  the  general  plrnning. 

The  three  major  stops  in  county    plajining  arc  the  preparatory,  in- 
tensive planning  and  unified  county  progrpjns.    The  preparatory  v/ork,  de- 
signed to  acquaint  :county  agents  and  locnl  planning  comr.iitteos.  with  land- 
use  planning,  "bogaii  in  ahout    63O  counties  during  the  year  covered  "by  the 
report .  ..  Intensive  pla;ming,  involving  area  mapping  and  cla.ssifica.tion, 
aiid  immodia.tc  aaid  long-time  land-use  plrjis  for  the  county,  was  undortaJkcn 
in  ^il|-7  counties  representing  the  major  t^'po-of-f aj'ming  arca.s  in  oa.ch 
stputc.    Porty-four  counties  in  39  states  v/ere  selected  for  the  develop- 
ment of  unified  county  programs,  v/hich  involves  the  transla.tion  of  lavnd- 
use  plans  into  auction.    Two  other  sta.tes  ha.ve  tentatively  selected  coun- 
ties for  this  v/ork. 

Mr.  Tolley  also  reported  tha.t  prograjTi  discussion  aiid  study  had  nov/ 
"become  a    function  of  the  "bujroau.     Other  activities  include  cooperative 
rpsearch  in  planning  and  a/ljustments  in  general    land  use  and  classifica- 
tion.   .  The  report  also  summa.rized  the  "bureau's  work  on  estimation  of 
fa.rm  income,  farm  values  and  mortgagee  de'bt,   short-tern  credit,  fa.rm  ta^es 
and  local  goveniment.     Studies  included  crop  insurance,  food  stajnp  plan, 
flaxseed  and  the  tariff,  sugar,  citrus  fruit,  cotton,  Tprice  fixing,  for- 
eign trade  in  meats,  marketing  'trends,  ma.rket  needs  in  the  Southea.st, 
milk-marketing    policies,  marketing  costs  and  changes,  cotton  prices, 
nev/  outlets  for  farm  products,  freight  rates  and  transporta.tion. 

Cotton  R,  J.  Cheatham,  chief  of  the  cotton  processing  divi- 

Tv/ine  sion  of  the    Southern  Regional  Research  Lahora.tory ,  reports 

that  the  Department  has  developed  a  nev/  cotton  tv/ine  that 
has  proved  sa.t isf actory  in  preliminaj-y  tests  in  the  actual  handling  of 
mail.    Treatment  of  the  tv/ine  v/ith  a.  sizing  mixture  containing  a.  small 
amount  of  pine-tar  oil  (to  keep  dov-ii  mildev/)  and- drying  under  tension 
removes  most  of  the  stretch  and  improves  the  strength.    Uncle  San  a.s 
postal    clerk  uses  carloads  of  tv/ine  each  year  for  tying  "bundles  of  mail. 

Jute  tv/ine  ha.s  usually  sold  a.t  less  than  half  the  jprice  of  cotton 
tv/ine,  "but  v/hon  a  year  ago  the  price  for  cotton  tv/ine  v/as  only  little 
more  than  25  percent  higlicr  than  that  for  jute  tv/ine,  the  cotton  utiliza.- 
tion  research  section  of  the  Department  tried  to  develop  a  cotton  twine 
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that  v;ould  have  the  required  xDhysical  iDroperties  and  "be  competitive  with 
jute  tv/ine.    The  new  cotton  tv/ine  runs  ahout  1,350  yards  to  the  pound,  as 
compared  v/ith  ahout  S50  yards  to  the  pound  of  jute  twine,  so  a  slightly 
higher  price  for  cot!;on  txirine  would  "be  offset  "by  the  increased  yardage. 

JTew  V/ood  Development  of  a  new  type  v;ood  "burning  stove,  capahle 

Burning  of  heating  two    or  three  rooms  and  requiring  filling  only 

Stove  twice  a  day,  is  regarded  "by  Kev;  England  foresters  as  bring- 

ing now  hope  to  farm  v/oodlots  v;hich  have  long  sv-fferod  for 
lack  of  a  suitable  market  for  cordv/ood,  sa3^s  a  Science  Service  report. 
The  nev;  stove,  developed  hy  the  Connecticut  Forest  and  Park  Association 
in  cooperation  with  Prof.  Lauren  S.  Scolcy,  "Sfale  heating  expert,  "burns 
wood  at  an  estimated  90  percent  efficiency.     The  heater    operates    on  the 
principle  of  "destructive  distillation,"  "burning  "both  gas  and  charcoal 
formed  in  its  operation. 

A  cord  of  hardwood  has  fuel  value  opproxime.tely  equal  to  a  ton  of 
hard  coal .    Savings  effected  "by  the  use  of  wood  fuel  may  help  woodlot 
ov/ners  to  remove    inferior  grov/th  from  their  forests,  thus  improving  the 
remaining  trees  v;hich  will  eventually  "be  used  for  luj!i"ber.     The  heater  will 
hold  ahout  2  l/k  cu"bic  feet  of  wood,  or  more  than  50  pounds.     Small  dip- 
meter  trimmings  from  sawmill  operations  or  from  "wooding"  the  foxnly  wood- 
lot  are  recommended  in  x^refcroncc  to  the  larger  chunks  commonly  used  in 
v;ood  stoves.    Professor    Seole^'-  ostinatcs  that  the  heater  v/ill  generate 
ahout  Uo,000  "b.t.u./hr.  for  an    S-hour    period  without  attention. 

Long-Range  Writing  under  the  heading,   "VJ"ashington  Works,"  Bruce 

Planning  Bliven,  editor  of  the  New  Republic,  writes  in  the  Decem'ber 

for  Paxmers       27  issue  on  "long-raige  thinking  about  the  farmer."  "At 

the  Department  of  Agricu-lture  in  Washington,"  he  says  in 
part,  "some  highly  competent  e:zperts    S]pend  most  of  their  time  thinking 
about  the  future  of  the  American  farm... The  men  v;ho  speak  for  our  six  or 
seven  million  farm  families  wish  very  much  that  Congress  would  stop  look- 
ing at  the  agricultural  situation  as  an  emergency  and  begin  to  think  of 
it  as  a  pei-nmient  problem, .  .The  job  of  giving  the  American  farmer,  as 
far  as  is  possible,  his  fair  share  of  the  national  income,  represents 
not  only    justice  to  the  farmer  but  to  everybody  else,   since  you  can't 
build  a  healthy  nation  on  a  sick  agriculture, . .Our  best  efforts  do  not 
prevent  surpluses  in  certain  products,  and  as  to  a  few,  the  Department 
has  reluctantly  embarked  u.pon  a  program  of  subsidizing  exports.., As  soon 
as  possible  it  vjill  be  stopped  and  the  Department  will  be  far  happier 
v;hen  this  happens.    Meanwhile    domestic  dumping  is  dIso  being  used  and 
is  on  a  far  different  moral  footing.     The  P.S.C.C.  has  given  away  large 
amounts  of  food  to  people  on  relief  to  supxDlement    their  diet.     This  ]plaJi 
has  now  been  modified  into  the  food  stamp  scheme ..  .I'Jliat ever  you  may  think 
of  it,  you  cannot  go  back  of  the  argunont  that  the  20,000,000  people  nov; 
receiving  public  aid    must  be  given  enough  food  to  keep  them  healthy;  our 
national  well-being,  after  all,  is  our  iTo .     1  asset... The  Department  is 
nov/  v/orking  on  a  simplified  form  of  processing  tcjc  ( certificates)  ..  .You 
will  hear  a  good  deal  more  about  it  in  the  near  future..." 
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Feed  Grain  Recent  substantial  advances  in  feed  grain  prices  re- 

Prices  Up  fleet  the  influence  of  the  drought  throughout  much  of 

the  Midwest,  poor  prospects  for  the  19^0  winter  wheat 
crop,  and  reduced  supplies  of  fall  and  v/inter  forago  crops,  according 
to  the  Bureau  of  Agricultural  Sconomics.     The  marked  improvement  in  do- 
mestic industrial  production  and  income  of  consumers  during  the  past 
two  months  has  also  he en  a  contrihuting  factor. 

In  mid-Decomher  market  prices  of  corn  and  harley  were  near  the 
peaks  for  the  year  reached  in  Septomoor,  and  the  price  of  oats  not  only 
was  ahove  the  Soptomhor  pesJk  "but  was  also  the  highest  since  July  1937- 
Prices  of  all  feed  grains  are  now  ahovo  the  prices  at  this  time  in  193S> 
despite  the  larger  supplies  of  co-rn  and  "barley.    High  protein  feed  prices 
have  advanced  suhstrjitially  since  mid-Cctoher ,  wliilo  wheat  millfeeds 
and  gluten  feed  have  advcaicod  moderately. 

Progress  .  0.  E.  Reed,  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry, 

in  Dairy  in  his  annual  report,  calls  attention  to  tv/o  increaising 

Industry  practices  in  dairy  ff?j*ming  that  v/ill  lov/er  the  cost  of 

milk  production.     "In  the  last  fev;  years,"  Mr.  Reed  re- 
ports, "two  trends  have  hecom.e  apparent  in  dairy  farming,  hoth  of  which 
have  long  heen  advocated  "by  the  "bureau,  as  essential  for  greater  economy 
in  milk  production.    One  is  the  increasing  use  of  home-groivn  feeds,  es- 
pecially roughage  crops.     The  other  is  the  v/idcr  use  of  production 
records  as  a  guide  to  "breeding." 

The    "bureau  report  also  reviews  the  v;ork  done  in  developing  fmida- 
mental  information  for  improving  the  quality  of  dairy  products,  develop- 
ing new  merchaiidising  m.ethods,  and  finding  profita"ble  v;ays  to  utilize 
the  "bj^roducts  of  dairy  manfacture. 

Mmigmiese  Messrs.  Parker,  Southv/ick,  and  Chapman,  of  the 

for  Citrus         Citrus  (Calif.)  Experiment  Station  and  Extension  Service 

(Ventura  County)  contri'bute  a  prelimina„ry  report  on  the 
response  of  citrus  trees  to  manganese  applications,  in  the  California 
Citrograph  (January).    Por  many  years,  they  say,  investigators  at  the 
sta.tion  have  studied  the  use  of  maj.iga.nese  salts  in  attempting  to  deter- 
mine the  cause  of  unsatisfactory  condition  or  performajice  of  citrus 
trees,  aaid  nev/  impetus  ha.s  "been  given  this-  v/ork  "by  recent  ohservations 
aiid  reports  from  Plorida  aaid  Hew  Zoalaaid  of  honcfits  to  citrus  from  ap- 
plications of  majigancso. 

1,000-Balc  "One  thousaaid  "bales  of  long  staple  cotton  arc  "being 

Cotton  "Belt"    v;oven  into  a  special  ia"bric  in  a  cotton  mill  in  Lagrange, 

G-eorgia.,  to  provide  the  "back"bonc      for  a  ^.o-nilo  con- 
veyor belt  system,  longest  ever    constructed,  to  convey  aggregates  for 
Shasta  dam  of  the  G-reat  Central  Valley  of  California  federal  flood-control 
project,"  says  Parm  Machinery  and  Equipment  (Dccen"ber) .     "The  conveyor 
v/ill  haul  saaid  and  gravel  from  a  plant  of  the  construction  company  to  a 
point  almost  10  miles  away  near  the  site  of  the  Shasta  project..." 
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